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Session Proposal

1. Session Title
China–Spain Summer School on Soil Health and Sustainability
2. Session Organizers 
Jing Che, Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China, jche@issas.ac.cn
Arabela Vega-Aguilar, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain, arabela.vega@gmail.com

Waiting for updates. 

3. Session Description 
The "China–Spain Summer School on Soil Health and Sustainability" is designed to address the global challenges of soil degradation and food security, serving as a key platform for deepening scientific exchange and youth collaboration between China and Spain in the fields of agriculture and environmental science. Against the backdrop of unprecedented global changes, this summer school aims to bring together outstanding early-career researchers (Master, PhD, and postdoc) from both countries to share cutting-edge research, exchange key technologies and practical experiences, and foster mutual cultural understanding.

Co-organized by the Chinese Embassy in Spain, the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), and the International Union of Soil Sciences, and jointly hosted by the Institute of Soil Science (ISSAS, CAS) and the Soil Science Society of China, with support from the Spanish Society of Soil Science, China Agricultural University, and other partners, the program will focus on the following core themes:
(1) Soil Health and Sustainable Management: Exploring the scientific foundations and practical strategies for maintaining and improving soil health, with a focus on sustainable agricultural practices and soil conservation techniques.
(2) Soil Microbial Ecology and Ecosystem Function: Examining the role of soil microbial communities in nutrient cycling, soil structure, and overall ecosystem health, and their implications for agricultural sustainability.
(3) Climate-Smart Agriculture and Soil Conservation: Sharing innovative approaches from both China and Spain in dryland farming, soil moisture preservation, and adaptive management under climate change.
(4) Cultural and Technical Exchange: Bridging scientific knowledge with local practices and cultural traditions, and fostering a deeper appreciation of the role of soil in shaping agricultural heritage and food systems.

This summer school is not only an academic training program but also a cultural and professional development experience. It aims to cultivate a new generation of soil scientists with global perspectives, cross-cultural competence, and a shared commitment to addressing one of the most pressing issues of our time: the sustainable stewardship of our soil resources.

4. Format 
Oral Presentations, Poster Session, Panel Discussion

5. Proposed Speakers 
Shen Renfang (Institute of Soil Science, CAS)
Chu Haiyan (Institute of Soil Science, CAS)
Manuel Delgado-Baquerizo (Spanish National Research Council)
Daniel Arenas-Lago (Spanish Society of Soil Science)
Rodney Thompson (University of Almería, Spain)
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